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INTRODUCTION 

Restocking  big  game  habitat  with  species  once  indigenous  to  the  vari- 
ous areas  has  been  a  most  valuable  tool  in  game  management.     It  has  also 
been  a  highly  popular  program  with  state  sportsmen.     Results  of  this  project 
since  its  inception  in  1941  are  considered  quite  satisfactory.     It  has  been 
found  that  developments  of  techniques  and  training  of  personnel  have  been 
th^  most  expensive  feature  of  the  work.     As  success  is  attained,  the  project 
objectives  can  be  quickly  accomplished. 

At  the  start  of  the  project,  broad  objectives  included  restocking 
historical  antelope,  deer  and  mountain  sheep  ranges,   and  developing  new 
mountain  goat  areas.     The  latter  species,  apparently  restricted  to  the 
Continental  Divide  region,  was  unknown  in  several  isolated  mountain  ranges 
which  appeared  ideal. 

Restocking  with  sage  grouse,  wild  trapped  pheasants,  beaver  and  marten 
followed  the  usual  pattern  of  building  up  the  basic  breeding  stock  to  assure 
that  natural  propagation  could  provide  population  increases. 

The  broad  over-all  objective  was  to  provide  hunting  of  all  species 
in  every  suitable  bit  of  habitat  within  the  state.  Due  consideration  was 
given  to  the  economic  values  in  this  program. 

TECHNIQUES  AND  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Previous  reports  have  described  in  detail  the  techniques  of  deer  and 
antelope  trapping  and  these  will  not  be  repeated,  except  to  note  modifica- 
tions.    The  following  tabulations  are  a  summary  of  big  game  animals  trapped 
and  transplanted  on  this  project  since  its  inception. 


Summary  Tabulation 


Big 


Game  Animals  Trapped  and  Transplanted  1941-49 


Antelope  -  -  - 
Mule  Deer-  -  - 
White-tail  Deer 
Mountain  Goat- 
Mountain  Sheep 


2600 
1231 


327 
62 
25 


4,245 


•Mule  Deer  Releases: 


Bull  Mountains  (Musselshell  Co.) 
Glendive  Badlands-  ------- 


435 
313 


Rule  Deer  Releases  (Continued) j 


Sarpy  Hills  (Bighorn  Co.)-  --------  180 

Lewis  and  Clark  Cavern  248 
Billings  Game  Preserve  19 
Sidney  17 

Stillwater   ____  _  n 

17223' 


From: 
Crazy  Mts , , 
Moiese  Bison  Range 
East  Rosebud 
Dearborn 


White-tail  Releases; 


Townsend  96 
Winnecook-  ----------------  40 

Boulder-  -----------------  45 

Stillwater-Rosebud  -----------  -146 

"327" 


Front 
Lincoln  County 
Upper  Blackfoot 


Mountain  Goat  Releases; 


Crazy  Mountains-  -  ------------  21 

Square  Butte  ---------------  4 

Stillwater  River  -------------  7 

Beartooth  Plateau-  ------------  12 

Colorado  -----------------  9 

Gallatin  (Spanish  Peaks)  ---------  5 

~58 


From: 
Deep  Creek 
Canyon  Creek 
Lost  Creek 


Mountain  Sheep  Releases:  •  " 

Gates  of  Mountains  ------------  14 

Gallatin  -  --  ---------------  5 

Wildhorse  Island  -  -------------  6 

•     -       .  ~2b 

Antelope  Releases:  .    •    .       .  , 


Hardin  -     404 

Wilsall   105 

Ringling  -----------------  61 

Mission  Creek-  133 
Beaverhead  Co.   (West  of  Dillon)-  -----  229 

Rochester  Basin  (Melrose)-  76 

Waterloo  ------    91 

Deer  Lodge  ----------------  166 

Hound  Creek-  ---------------  266 

Horseshoe  Hills  (Manhattan)-  -------  34 

Sidney  ------------------  94 

War  Horse  Lake  (Petroleum  Co.)  ------  156 

Whitehall-  -__  146 

Lewis  and  Clark  Cavern  ----------  71 

Augusta-  -----------------  27 

Boulder-  -----------------  25 
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Antelope  Releases ( continued) 


North  Fergus  County-  --------- 

Canyon  Ferry  -  --  ----------- 

Eastern  Fergus  Co.  (Roy)  ------- 

Garfield  Co.  (Haxby  Point)  ------ 

Geyser  ---------------- 

Pilgrim  Cr.  (Carter  Co.)  ------- 

Cooney  Dam  (Carbon  Co.)-  ------- 

Fromberg  --------------- 

TRAPPING  AND  TRANSPLANTING  MULE  DEER 
■   ~~~ 

Personnel : 

Crew  1    -    Foreman,  Frank  Lancaster 

Field  Assistant,  Franklin  Lawrence 
Field  Assistant,  George  Feaucht 

Crew  2     -    Foreman,  C.  H.  Harkness 

Field  Assistant,  James  McLucas 
Field  Assistant,  Dean  Campbell 


-  -  135 
22 
75 
20 
84 
33 
36 

-  -  107 

2,596 


Procedure:  , 

Crew  Number  1  operated  at  the  National  Bison  Range  at  Moiese.  Extreme 
difficulty  was  encountered  because  of  weather  conditions,  and  time  required 
for  completion  of  the  work  was  longer  than  had  been  anticipated.     The  usual 
procedure  is  to  drive  deer  on  horseback.    This  is  possible  because  of  the 
pasture  arrangement.     However,  during  the  past  winter,  snow  conditions  made 
herding  extremely  difficult.     Snow  depths  varied  from  6  inches  to  over  five 
feet,  and  due  to  the  pasture  locations  it  was  necessary  to  drive  through 
deep  snow.     As  the  deer  became  exhausted  they  refused  to  travel  and  turned 
back  among  the  horses.     It  was  also  found  that  once  a  deer  escaped,  it  was 
most  difficult  to  capture  it  in  subsequent  drives.    About  60  mule  deer  were 
captured  by  driving  and  20  were  caught  in  corral-type  traps. 

The  second  crew  worked  in  the  West  Rosebud  area  which  because  of  prox- 
imity to  points  of  release  was  quite  a  desirable  location.     Difficulties  were 
encountered  in  this  site  by  terrific  winds  which  destroyed  several  trap 
panels  and  by  deep  snows  which  isolated  the  crew  for  long  periods.  Seventy- 
seven  mule  deer  were  caught  at  this  location. 


SUMMARY  OF  MULE  DEER  TRANSPLANTS 


Trapping  Area 


Release  Site   Number 


National  Bison  Range  Morrison  Caves  81 
West  Rosebud  Sarpy  Hills  57 
West  Rosebud  Fish  Creek   20_ 


Total  158 


WHITE-TAIL  TRAPPING  AND  TRANSPLANTING 


Personnel:     Same  crew  as  used  on  mule  deer  project. 
Procedure : 

This  phase  of  the  project  encountered  difficulties  of  public  relation- 
ship rather  than  problems  of  a  biological  nature. 

Preliminary  contacts  were  made  with  local  landowners  in  areas  where 
white-tail  were  sufficiently  abundant  to  assure  success  in  trapping  and 
where  range  was  over-utilized.     However,  when  crews  moved  in  to  conduct 
operations,  public  sentiment  opposing  the  project  was  sufficient  to  cause 
delays  and  in  some  cases  abandonment.     As  a  result,  considerable  time  was 
wasted. 

Corral-type  traps  were  used  exclusively  as  these  were  found  to  be  most 
productive  of  good  results.'    Previous  reports  give  the  details  of  the  oper- 
ation of  these  traps. 

Results : 


WHITE-TAIL  DEER  CAPTURED  AND  TRANSPLANTED 


Trapping  Site 

Release  Area 

Number 

Blackf oot 

Boulder  Valley 

20 

Lincoln 

Boulder  Valley 

22 

Lincoln 

Broadwater  Valley 

22 

Total 

64 

ANTELOPE  TRAPPING  AND  TRANSPLANTING 


Personnel:     Foreman,  William  F.  Koch 

Field  Assistant,  Kenneth  Davis 
Field  Assistant,  Donald  Williams 
Field  Assistant,  George  Sturtz 
Pilot,  Cliff  McBratney 


Purpose: 

-    Probably  the  big  game  species  which  reacts  most  readily  to  intensive 
management  practices  is  the  pronghorn  antelope.     Precise  inventory  methods 
are  possible  by  use  of  aircraft,  and  restocking  underpopulated  areas  is 
highly  practical.     In  1945,  Montana  started  an  ambitious  program  of  building 
to  a  maximum  all  former  and  potential  pronghorn  habitat.     From  a  clumsy 
wooden  stationary  trap,  a  highly  portable  all-metal  one  was  developed. 

With  highly  trained  personnel  and  three  years'   experience,  the  technique 
of  antelope  catching  has  been  perfected  to  the  point  where  large  numbers  may 
be  captured  readily. 
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Procedure : 


Although  the  methods  of  capturing  antelope  have  been  described  in 
previous  reports,   it  may  be  well  to  review  briefly  the  procedure. 

A  reconnaissance  flight  is  usually  made  to  select  a  good  location 
for  the  trap  site  and  to  get  an  idea  of  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  the 
herd.     After  the  proper  trapping  site  has  been  selected,  it  takes  a  four-man 
crew  about  six  hours  to  assemble  the  trap. 

Where  possible,  the  trap  is  placed  near  a  sturdy  wire  fence  which  is 
used  as  a  drift  fence.     To  this  established  fence,   six-foot  woven  wire  is 
attached--thus  a  considerable  saving  in  tim.e,   labor  and  material  is  effected. 
This  fence  is  usually  extended  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  depending  on 
terrain.     A  parallel  wing,   or  fence,  is  constructed  from  the  trap  gate  a 
distance  of  40  to  80  rods.     The  trap  proper  is  oval-shaped--100  feet  long  and 
40  feet  wide,  and  is  walled  with  eight-foot  netting. 

At  the  center  of  the  trap  a  heavy  sliding  canvas  curtain  is  arranged 
so  that  the  trap  can  be  divided  in  half,  thus  separating  the  herd  and  facil- 
itating handling.     This  curtain  has  materially  reduced  losses.     At  the  ex- 
treme end  a  narrow  catch  pen  is  located  v/here  six  to  ten  animals  can  be  driven 
for  tagging  and  loading. 

Upon  completion  of  the  t rap ,  the  pilot  is  notified  of  the  proposed 

time  for  herding.     Montana  has  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  a 

pilot  who  has  helped  perfect  the  technique  of  herding  and  has  shown  excep- 
tional interest  and  ability  in  this  work. 

On  one  occasion,  two  planes  were  used~~one  v/orking  in  the  outer  per- 
imeter of  the  trapping  area  brought  antelope  into  the  region  of  force  driving. 
This  is  successful  but  dangerous  if  both  planes  try  to  operate  in  the  same 
vicinity.  J- 

Montana  has  rather  consistently  used  a  force-drive  system.  As  soon 
as  antelope  have  been  worked  leisurely  into  the  vicinity  of  the  trap,  they 
are  driven  by  swift  dives  until  they  are  in  the  trap. 

It  was  discovered  that  when  animals  become  tired  from  long  drives  they 
will  stop  and  mill,   often  turning  back.     By  firing  a  .22  automatic  from  the 
plane,  these  concentrations  were  readily  broken  up.     The  sharp  report  of  the 
gun  has  more  stampeding  effect  than  the  roar  of  the  motor,  particularly  since 
they  become  accustomed  to  the  latter. 

It  was  also  found  that  antelope  handle  easier  when  driven  into  the 
wind.     Best  hours  for  herding  are  from  9  A.  M.  to  noon  because  of  better  fly- 
ing conditions  during  this  period. 

Results: 

The  trapping  program  for  1946-49  started  into  the  field  in  late 
November,  when  a  four-man  crew  set  up  the  trap  at  the  Bridges'   ranch,  near 
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Shawraut.     On  November  28th  the  initial  catch  was  made  with  about  150  antelope 
being  herded  into  the  trap  in  four  different  runs.     This  multiple-drive  sys- 
tem has  been  found  very  valuable  as  several  bands  can  be  trapped  in  one  day 
and  the  pilot  can  then  return  to  his  home  base,  while  the  crew  hauls  the 
animals. 

On  December  5th,  233  antelope  were  captured  in  four  drives. 

Trapping  operations  were  confined  to  the  Harlowton-Shawmut  and  Miller's 
Lake  districts.     In  these  three  areas,  749  antelope  were  trapped  and  trans- 
planted. 

The  trap  was  set  up  in  the  Musselshell  area  but  snow  conditions  came 
which  made  it  impossible  to  move  the  trucks,  so  operations  were  discontin- 
ued. 

SUMMARY  OF  ANTELOPE  TRAPPING  1948-49 


Trapping  Site 

Release  Area 

Number 

Miller' s  Lake 

North  Petroleum 

104 

Miller's  Lake 

Fromberg 

107 

Miller's  Lake 

Cony  Dam 

36 

Miller's  Lake 

Released  at  trap 

17 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

North  Petroleum 

17 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

Warm  Springs 

85 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

Waterloo 

60 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

Jefferson  River 

71 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

Whitehall 

147 

Shawmut-Harl owton 

Mendenhall 

14 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

Boulder 

25 

Shawmut-Harlowton 

Roy 

30 

Total 

713 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  GOAT  TRAPPING 
(Spring  and  summer,  1949) 

by 

Lloyd  McDowell 

Date: 

Trapping  operations  were  started  at  the  Deep  Creek  trap  in  the  Sun 
River  area  April  19,  1949,  and  concluded  May  14,  1949. 

Trapping  operations  were  started  May  24,  1949,  at  Trap  #1  near  the 
mouih  of  the  Little  Salmon  River  in  the  South  Fork  of  the  Flathead  Primitive 
Area.     Operations  were  suspended  from  June  15  to  July  12,  1949,  but  contin- 
ued by  a  new  crew  from  the  12th  to  30th,     Trapping  was  started  in  the  Swan 
on  July  14  and  continued  until  July  31st, 

Personnel: 

The  Deep  Creek  crew  consisted  of  Bill  Koch,  foreman,  and  Ken  Davis. 

The  crew  in  the  South  Fork  for  the  first  period  consisted  of  three 
men:  Lloyd  McDowell,  leader,  Don  Williams  and  Jim  McLucas.     During  the 
July  operations,   Ken  Davis  worked  with  Lloyd  McDowell  in  the  Swan  area  and 
Bert  Angstman  and  Jim  McLucas  assisted  Don  Williams  in  the  South  Fork. 


Introducti  on; 

The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  has  planned  to  introduce  Rocky 
Mountain  goats  to  a  number  of  regions  in  Montana  that  are  well  suited  as 
mountain  goat  habitat.     These  areas  lie  mainly  in  the  Absaroka  Priinitive 
area,   the  Gallatin  area  and  the  Big  Belt  Mountains.     In  order  to  accomplish 
this  transplanting,  a  long-time  program  of  trapping  was  worked  out.  Numer- 
ous areas  were  inspected  and,  in  some  cases,   salt  licks  started  during  1947 
and  1948.     One  trap  had  been  in  operation  in  the  Deep  Creek  area  of  the  Sun 
River  since  1942.     Four  new  traps  were  built  during  the  summer  of  1948.  One 
just  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Salmon  in  the  South  Fork,   one  on  Van 
Mountain  in  the  Swan  Range,   one  on  Hemlock  Mountain  in  the  Mission  Range  and 
one  in  the  Sun  River  area.     It  is  hoped  to  develop  as  many  trapping  areas 
as  practical,   so  that  fewer  animals  can  be  taken  from  any  one  area  m  a 
given  year. 

Procedure: 


A.  Deep  Creek  Trap  -  Sun  River 

This  trap  can  be  reached  by  a  jeep  as  soon  as  the  snow  melts  enough 
to  get  to  it.     During  favorable  years,  trapping  can  start  in  April.  A 
two-man  crew  trapped  three  billies  during  the  first  part  of  May,  1949. 

The  number  of  goats  trapped  during  past  years  are  as  follows: 
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Year 

Billies 

Nannies 

Kids 

Total 

1941 

4 

5 

3 

12 

1942 

2 

7 

3 

12 

1943 

4 

7 

4 

15 

1944 

1945 

2 

2 

1946 

4 

3 

1 

8 

1947 

2 

3 

1 

6 

1948 

9 

5 

2 

16 

1949 

Total 

25 

96 

B.  Little  Salmon,  Trap  #1,  South  Fork. 

This  trap  is  located  on  a  natural  lick  at  the  water's  edge  on  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Flathead  River,   forty  miles  from  the  nearest  road.  The 
goats  were  first  transported  by  rubber  boat  seven  miles  downriver  to  Black 
Bear  Landing  Field.     Here  they  were  picked  up  by  plane  and  taken  to 
Helena,  Montana.    -Holding  pens  were  built  at  Trap  at  base  camp  2  miles 

downstream,  and  at  Black  Bear  Ranger  Station.     These  pens  were  used  to  keep 
the  goats  until  a  plane  load  was  caught  or  until  good  flying  weather  pre- 
vailed. 

The  crew  members  camped  at  Little  Salmon  Park  about  two  miles  down- 
river from  the  trap.     They  visited  the  trap  both  morning  and  evening. 
The  tripper  on  this  trap  is  usually  set  to  operate  automatically  as  there 
is  no  good  vantage  point  from  which  to  watch. 

C.  Little  Salmon  Trap  #2. 

This  trap  was  constructed  on  a  bluff  just  above  a  natural  lick, 
approximately  100  yards  north  of  the  mouth  of  Little  Salmon  Creek.  Hud 
from  the  natural  lick  and  salt  were  used  as  bait.     Goats  coming  to  the  natur- 
al lick  usually  had  to  pass  near  the  trap.     Goats  v/ere  caught  in  it  between 
June  9th  and  14th,  1949.     Elk  used  this  area  quite  a  bit  and  it  was  noted 
few  goats  came  to  it  after  June  15,  1949.     It  had  its  heaviest  use  from  May 
25th  to  June  10th. 

D.  Van  Lookout  Trap  -  Swan  Range, 

This  trap  was  built  on  a  saddle  approximately  100  yards  below  Van 
Lookout.     No  doubt  the  lookouts  in  the  past  started  the  salt  lick  many  years 
ago.     It  was  operated  manually  with  a  trip  wire  running  to  the  lookout 
building.     This  trap  lies  ten  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Swan  River  road. 
A  jeep  can  be  taken  three  miles  of  the  way  to  Lion  Creek.     The  remainder  of 
the  way  must  be  traveled  by  horse.     Special  airplane  tubing  pack  crates  were 
made  to  be  carried  like  panniers,   one  on  each  side  of  a  horse,   in  which  to 
pack  the  goats  off  the  mountain. 

A  holding  pen  and  horse  corral  were  built  at  the  base  camp  on  Lion 
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Creek.     Another  small  pen  was  also  built  near  the  trap.     At  this  location 
all  v/ater  and  horse  feed  must  be  packed  to  the  lookout. 

E.  Hemlock  Lookout  -  Mission  Range. 

The  trap  was  built  on  a  slope  two  hundred  feet  below  the  lookout 
building.     The  goats  had  to  be  drawn  to  this  area  by  an  aerial  drop  of  salt 
made  in  May  1946.     This  trap  can  be  operated  by  a  trip  wire  from  the  lookout. 
It  is  ten  and  a  half  miles  to  the  nearest  road  at  Lindbergh  Lake.     There  is 
water  and  horse  feed  at  Hemlock  Lake,  approximately  one  and  one-half  miles 
below  the  lookout. 

A  small  holding  pen  was  built  under  the  lookout. 

• 

Twenty-three  mountain  goats  were  observed  leaving  this  area  on  July 
2,  1949.    They  apparently  did  not  return  again  as  there  was  little  sign  when 
the  crew  arrived  July  14,  1949. 

Some  horse  feed  should  be  packed  to  this  trap. 

Suggestions  for  operating  this  trap  in  the  future; 

1,  A  local  packer  be  hired  to  take  in  enough  supplies  and 
horse  feed  for  entire  trapping  operations. 

2,  Holding  pen  be  built  at  Lindbergh  Lake. 

3,  Trap  be  operated  just  as  early  as  weather  conditions 
will  permit--possibly  June  1st. 

Use  of  Planes  in  Transporting: 

A.  During  the  South  Fork  trapping  operations,  a  four-place  Stinson 
plane  was  used.     The  back  seat  and  right  front  seat  were  removed  and  three 
goats  placed  on  the  floor.     They  were  blindfolded  and  had  their  feed  tied; 
a  safety  strap  was  run  through  their  horns  to  hold  them  down.     This  method 
was  fairly  successful,  but  it  is  believed  that  if  they  are  given  a  sedative 
it  will  improve  the  safety  factor  by  keeping  them  quieted,  especially  during 
take-of  f  s . 

Suggestions  for  Handling  Rocky  Mountain  Goats: 

1.  A  14-inch  piece  of  3/4-inch  garden  hose,   cemented  on  with  3M  ce- 
ment, proved  very  successful.     It  made  the  animals  much  less  dangerous  to 
handle  and  also  prevented  them  from  goring  each  other  in  the  holding  pen. 

2.  Permanent-type  blindfolds  should  be  made  up  and  used.     They  should 
be  made  in  different  sizes.     The  goats  become  less  excited  as  soon  as 
.blindfolded. 

3.  A  sedative  is  very  helpful  in  keeping  the  animals  quiet.     One  c.c. 
of  sodium  penta  barbital,  per  10  lbs.   of  body  weight,  administered  into  the 
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peritoneal  cavity  was  used.  This  was  effective  within  ten  minutes  and  quiet- 
ed the  animals  for  approximately  24  hours. 

4.  During  high  summer  temperatures  the  goats  cannot  stand  handling. 
They  should  be  removed  during  the  cool  of  the  evening  or  very  early  morning. 

5.  The  holding  of  mountain  goats  in  a  central  holding  pen  is  not 
recommended.     It  is  believed  that  they  should  be  released  in  their  new 
habitat  just  as  soon  as  possible.     This  can  be  done  with  the  use  of  an  air- 
plane. 

6.  If  a  holding  pen  is  to  be  used  for  any  period  of  time,   it  is 
suggested  a  large  area  of  100  acres  or  more  be  fenced  and  that  the  animals 
not  be  molested  any  more  than  is  necessary. 

7.  Hobbles  of  light  leather  to  strap  their  fest  together  are  suggested 
for  hauling  them  in  a  plane,  along  with  the  use  of  a  sedative  and  blindfolds. 
For  packing  long  distances  on  a  horse,  the  feet  should  not  be  tied. 

8.  The  goats  held  in  a  holding  pen  seem  to  prefer  browse  to  hay  of 
any  type,  but  all  animals  seem  to  lose  weight  rapidly  after  capture.  For 
this  reason,  it  is  believed  best  to  release  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

9.  When  packing  the  goats  long  distances,   they  should  be  given  water 
about  every  hour. 


ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  GOATS  TRAPPED 


Location  of  Trap 

Date 

Trapped 

Trap  # 

Sex  and  Age 

Remarks 

Deep  Creek 

May 

10, 

1949 

1 

3  billies 

Planted  in  Stillwater 

Little 

Salmon 

May 

24, 

1949 

1 

young  billy 

Trampled  to  death  at 

Black  Bear  holding  pen 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

7. 

1949 

1 

mature  nanny 
young  billy 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

8, 

1949 

1 

large  billy 

Planted  in  Gates  of 
Mountains  area 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

9, 

1949 

2 

young  billy 

Planted  in  Stillwater 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

10, 

1949 

2 

mature  billy 

Ear  tagged  (#D2202) 
and  released 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

11, 

1949 

1 

mature  billy 

Ear  tagged  (^^2203) 

• 

and  released  at  Little 
Salmon  Park 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

11, 

1949 

2 

young  billy 

Planted  in  Still7/ater 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

12, 

1949 

1 

mature  billy 

Ear  tagged  (#02204)  and 
turned  loose 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

13, 

1949 

1 

3  young 
nannies 

Flown  to  Helena,  then 
planted  in  Stillv/ater 

Little 

Salmon 

June 

14, 

1949 

1 

old  billy 

Tagged  #D2205  and 

turned  loose 
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ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  GOATS  TRAPPED  (Continued) 


Location  of  Trap    Date  Trapped    Trap  #    Sex  and  Age 


Remarks 


Little  Salmon 
Van  Lockout 

Van  Lookout 


Little  Salmon 


June  29,  1949 
July  15,  1949 

July  27,  1949 


July  14,  1949 


1  nanny  &  kid 
1        nanny  &  kid 


nanny  &  youn§ 
billy 


nanny  &  kid 
young  billy 


Total  goats  trapped  -  25 


Turned  loose. 
Packed  to  Condon  Ranger 
Station.     Died  due  to 
heat  and  fright. 
Gave  sodium  penta  barbi- 
tal and  packed  to  hold- 
ing pen.     Trucked  to 
Helena.     Nanny  planted 
in  Stillwater  Canyon. 
Kid  flown  to  Helena, 
nanny  and  young  billy 
died  due  to  heat. 


.  .&  -tot'         ."■  ■  '  '  •'  '  •■' 


f."  ■■■■  Jfcf-  " 

ft*/'.'  /■•; .. 


Mature  Rocky  Mountain  Goat  trapped.       Big  billy  goat  on  the  fight.  This 
xagged  and  released  in  Soutti  Fork  cne  refused  xo  leave  and  put  the 

trappers  in  the  trap. 
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GENERAL  CONCLUSIONS  TO  TRAPPING  AND  TRANSPLANTING  PROJECT 


As  a  result  of  eight  years'  work  on  this  project  many  of  the  basic 
objectives  have  been  accomplished.     Mule  deer  and  antelope  distribution  has 
been  nearly  completed  and  it  is  believed  that  with  two  more  seasons  this 
phase  of  the  work  will  be  concluded.     It  is  possible  that  a  few  animals 
will  be  needed  to  bolster  original  introductions  that  were  not  entirely  ade 
quate . 

However,  it  is  now  apparent  that  the  next  phase  of  the  job  will  be 
transplanting  mountain  goats,  mountain  sheep  and  white-tail  deer.  The 
latter  may  not  be  a  long  process,  but  the  work  with  sheep  and  goats  may 
be  expected  to  last  several  years.     These  species  are  difficult  to  catch  in 
large  numbers  and  suitable  areas  f  or  restocking  are  almost  unlimited. 

Submitted  by: 

W.  K.  Thompson,  Assistant  Director 
Wildlife  Restoration  Division 
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